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MMMMedical technologists are 

one of many exciting and re-

warding medical laboratory 

careers. According to the 

American Society of Clinical 

Pathology (ASCP), medical 

technologists perform a vari-

ety of tasks including every-

thing from simple pre-marital 

blood tests, to more complex 

tests to uncover diseases 

such as HIV/AIDS, diabetes, 

and cancer.  

AAAAlthough medical technolo-

gists do not often interact 

directly with patients, the 

work completed by medical 

technologists directly impacts 

patients’ lives. Physicians 

rely on the information pro-

vided by medical technolo-

gists to determine the diag-

nosis and treatment of their 

patients.  

“Also known as Clinical La-

boratory Scientists (CLS), 

medical technologists oper-

ate complex electronic equip-

ment, computers, and preci-

sion instruments.” This 

equipment, such as high-

powered microscopes, and 

cell counters, is often worth 

millions of dollars. Therefore, 

the medical technologist 

must be savvy with technolo-

gy as well as in science.  

MMMMedical technologists ana-

lyze specimens of human 

blood and tissue under a 

miroscope to look for  

They match blood for trans-

fusions, check blood levels 

for chemicals, drugs, or oth-

er factors. Additionally, 

medical technologists 

“evaluate test results, de-

velop and modify proce-

dures, and establish and 

monitor programs, to en-

sure the accuracy of tests.”  

Work Environment Work Environment Work Environment Work Environment  

Medical technologists can 

work in a variety of settings, 

including labs in hospitals, 

clinics, public health institu-

tions, universities, or com-

mercial independent labora-

tories.  

National Medical Labora-National Medical Labora-National Medical Labora-National Medical Labora-

tory Professionals Weektory Professionals Weektory Professionals Weektory Professionals Week    

The National Medical Labor-
atory Week is an event 
which is celebrated annually 
where laboratorians, nation-
wide, are recognized for 
their role in the health care 
arena. The celebration of 
this event lasts for a period 
of one week from April 22 to 
28 annually. The period is 
geared towards sensitizing 
the general public of the 
dedication and expertise of 
medical technologists.  
This year, the National Ref-
erence Laboratory through 
the Ministry of Health has 
put on a number of 
programmes to mark this 
internationally celebrated 
event. This year Medical 
Technologist Professionals 
week was  

celebrated under the 
theme: “Laboratory Pro-
fessionals Get Results.”  
 

The activities included A 
fitness Walk, blood drive, 
panel discussions, semi-
nars, and a Mini health 
fare which brought down 
the curtains of this year’s 
celebration. 
 

Woodlands Limited’s Woodlands Limited’s Woodlands Limited’s Woodlands Limited’s 
InitiativeInitiativeInitiativeInitiative    
Throughout the week and 
in days leading up to the 
event the laboratory has 
been in collaboration with 
the National Reference 
Lab to keep them up to 
speed with in-house activ-
ities to mark this event. 
The Hospital’s support 
and appreciation for its 
employed Laboratory Pro-
fessionals was exempli-
fied as lab employees 
were treated with Lunch 
on April 26, 2012 comple-
ments of the Board of 
Directors. Patients of the 
Hospital also benefited 
since there were reduc-
tions in selected tests 
such as:  
Hepatitis C, Total Choles-
terol, Glucose Tolerance; 
& Urine Analysis. 
    

CCCClinical laboratory sci-

ence offers a great diver-
sity of job opportunities 
and provides personal 
satisfaction knowing that  
laboratorians have a vital 
role in the diagnosis, 
treatment, and care of 
human mankind. 
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Surgery—129 

Emergency Room 

Patients Seen-2480 

Admissions—95 

Maternity 

Total Deliveries—55 

Males—26 

Females-26 

Normal Deliveries—38 

Caesarean Sections—17 

Neonatal Death—1 

Twins—0 

Premature—3 

Breech—0 

Still Births—3 

ICU 

Admissions—38 

Deaths—5 

Radiology 

X-ray—1106 

CT—147 

Ultrasound—1998 

ECHO—145 

Stress Test—12 

SOME STATISTICS FOR 

APRIL 2012 

 
. 

NEW AT WOODLANDS HOSPITAL 

GASTROSCOPE & COLONOSCOPE, 

ECG MACHINE FOR THE WARDS 

2 NEW VENTILATORS, ONE OF WHICH IS 

PORTABLE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Princy ThomasPrincy ThomasPrincy ThomasPrincy Thomas    

• Anoop BhaskarAnoop BhaskarAnoop BhaskarAnoop Bhaskar    

• Percival AssanahPercival AssanahPercival AssanahPercival Assanah    

DOCTORS MEETINGDOCTORS MEETINGDOCTORS MEETINGDOCTORS MEETING    

Was held on April 25th ,2012 at 17:00 hoursWas held on April 25th ,2012 at 17:00 hoursWas held on April 25th ,2012 at 17:00 hoursWas held on April 25th ,2012 at 17:00 hours    

Topic presented Topic presented Topic presented Topic presented ————    Snake Bites  by Dr. H. PersaudSnake Bites  by Dr. H. PersaudSnake Bites  by Dr. H. PersaudSnake Bites  by Dr. H. Persaud    

Nurses Meeting Nurses Meeting Nurses Meeting Nurses Meeting     
    
RN/RM meeting RN/RM meeting RN/RM meeting RN/RM meeting ––––    Topic Topic Topic Topic ————    Acute Gastroenteritis Acute Gastroenteritis Acute Gastroenteritis Acute Gastroenteritis ————    Presenter Presenter Presenter Presenter ————    Nurse Shiji D. Chacko                Nurse Shiji D. Chacko                Nurse Shiji D. Chacko                Nurse Shiji D. Chacko                    

L.P.N/ N.A. L.P.N/ N.A. L.P.N/ N.A. L.P.N/ N.A. ————    Topic:  Headache Topic:  Headache Topic:  Headache Topic:  Headache ————    Presenter Presenter Presenter Presenter ————    Nurse T. Amsterdam.Nurse T. Amsterdam.Nurse T. Amsterdam.Nurse T. Amsterdam.    

    

SMILE WITH US 
    
BRAIN TRANSPLANTBRAIN TRANSPLANTBRAIN TRANSPLANTBRAIN TRANSPLANT    
    
A patient needed a brain transplant and the doctor told the family, “Brains are very  
expensive, and you will have to pay the costs yourselves.” 
 
“Well, how much does a brain cost?” asked the relatives. 
 
“For a male brain, $500,000. For a female brain, $200,000”, replied the doctor. 
 
Some of the younger male relatives tried to look shocked, but all the men nodded  
because they thought they understood. 
 
But the patient’s daughter was unsatisfied and asked, “Why the difference in price  
between male brains and female brains?” 
 
Standard pricing practice,” said the doctor 
women’s brains have to be marked down because they’ve actually been used“”. 



SNAKE BITES  
 

An ancient Indian board game 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Snake and ladder 

 

Snake bite is a preventable public health hazard in tropical and 

subtropical countries which abound with dense vegetation and 

vast tracts of agricultural land. India has always been a land of 

exotic snakes.  

Except for certain species like saw Scaled Viper (Echis Carinatus 

– Carpet Viper), snakes prefer a tolerable amount of humidity, 

darkness and quietness. Snakes are non vegetarians by feeding 

habit and live mainly on insects, smaller snakes, frogs, lizards 

and young mice or rats. It prefers food killed by it. 

Envenomation is the process by which venom is injected into 

some animal by the bite (or sting) of a venomous animal some 

venoms are applied externally. Non-specific symptoms are nau-

sea,abdominal ,pain,panic,hysteria,fear of death, 

enom in the saliva enters prey through bites of grooved teeth, 

done though  specialized organs such as hollow teeth (fangs) The 

range of vision in the snake is limited and is mainly confined to a 

very close range and is more active on moving objects. The inci-

dence of bite is therefore very much restricted to moving objects 

at closest proximity to its head.  

Venomous Snakes have a pair of enlarged teeth, the fangs, at the 

front of their upper jaw, fangs 

Two subgroups typical  vipers (Viperidae)  and Pit vipers 

(Crotalidae). Elapidae that have short permanently erect fangs 

includes cobras,king cobra,Kraits,coral snakes and Sea snakes 

Snake bites causes 125,000 deaths per year worldwide .Snake 

venoms are highly complex chemical mixtures that  may contain 

many proteins,. Can  either  be  neurotoxic (those that produce 

paralysis and death by respiratory shock; traditionally associated 

with elapids) or hemotoxic (those that have hemorrhagic effects; 

Neurotoxins, disrupts neuromuscular junctions and hence limit 

muscle activity.  They also cause coagulopathy / (bleeding disor-

ders.  Four families of snakes have venom that is toxic to hu-

mans: Elapidae  this causes death in a matter  of hours,  Viperi-

dae , Atractaspidi,  Colubridae , Boid( no venom, but is lethal)  

   

Management  of Snake Bites  

Remove victim from snake area, place patient at rest and reas-

sure, cleanse wound , Immobilize the affected part of the body.  
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Attempt to identify snake without endangering any one.   

Transport patient to nearest medical facility, DO NOT use pres-

sure immobilization Do NOT do incision or suction or surgery. 

Hospital Management- place patient at rest and reassure the 

patient, Immobilize affected part of body, Clean wound & give 

tetanus toxoid ,Try to identify type of snake. If it is one of six 

covered by antivenom. Lab such as renal function test liver 

function test.CBC, INR,BT,CT, PTT, Group  & X-match. urine 

dipstick.  Avoid any interference with the bite wound as this 

may introduce infection, increase absorption of the venom and 

increase local bleeding. 

Pressure immobilization,Ideally, an elasticated, stretchy, crepe 

bandage, wrap firmly around the entire bitten limb.The bandage 

must bound as tightly or that a finger cannot easily be slipped 

between its layers. 

Transport Patient  to Hospital .Non Specific symptoms are 

nasea,abdominal ,pain,panic,hysteria,fear of death, patients may 

be saying god help me! (since the doctors can’t) 

 

Patient:  What are my chances?  I’ve been  bitten by a snake! 

Doctor:   Don’t worry! ONE in every TEN  survives at our hos-

pital! 

Patient:  YIKES!  Make my funeral  arrangements! 

Doctor: Don’t be a fool! The NINE patients before you all died. 

When a snake bites more than one human in rapid 

succession, the 2nd or 3rd victim may be more se-

verely envenomated than the 1st . (Morale : If a 

snake is attacking your group, make sure you are 

bitten first!) 
They are two  families of venomous snakes found in 

 Guyana - Viperidae & Elapidae ,Guyanese Parrot Snake  

Bothriopsis bilineatus BushmasterLachesis muta Labar-

ria Rattlesnake Elapids Himeralli  

Micrurus surinamensis Colubrids 

 

 
Guyanese Parrot Snake Bothriopsis  
bilineatus  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t  be caught like this!  
 
 
 
 
Ref- erence: presentation by Dr Hardat Per-

saud— Snake bites 
http:// www.physicianbyte.com/
SnakeVenom.aspx  

wikipedia.org/wiki/Snakebite  

  

HEALTH CORNER 

A player’s progression up 

the    board represented a 

life journey complicated 

by virtues (ladders) and 

vices (snakes). 
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RRRR    esignation 

Ms. Fay O’choa—Human Resources Manager 

Ms. M. Baldeo—Pharmacy Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWWW    elcoming new staff 

Ms.  Iris Archibald — Licenced Practical 

Nurse 

Ms. Nirmala Sammy—Customer Service Rep-

resentative 

 

 

 

 

 

VVVV    acancies  

 

• Security Guard 

• Maid 

• Midwife 

 

 

 

 

 

Management and Staff wish to congratulate the follow-

ing persons on their birth anniversary for May, 2012. 

 

 
    

    

    

TAKING A BREAK FROM WOODLANDS LIMITEDTAKING A BREAK FROM WOODLANDS LIMITEDTAKING A BREAK FROM WOODLANDS LIMITEDTAKING A BREAK FROM WOODLANDS LIMITED    

NAME DATE 

Alex Anthony 5th  

Vany Thomas 7th  

Sheeba Biju 7th  

Mariamma John 11th 

Frederick David 12th 

Sarala Cheruvalath 14th 

Shiji Chacko 15th 

Leiselle Paul 17th 

Oneisa Robertson 17th 

Beverley Jeffers 18th 

Cindy Persaud 20th 

Princy Thomas 25th 

 

We can now be perused on our Web Site  We can now be perused on our Web Site  We can now be perused on our Web Site  We can now be perused on our Web Site      

www.woodlandshospital.comwww.woodlandshospital.comwww.woodlandshospital.comwww.woodlandshospital.com    

NAME DATE 

Bathreynauth Harry   2012-05-07 to 2012-05-20 

Soumyamol Matthew   2012-05-13 to 2012-05-26 

Saumya Joseph   2012-05-13 to 2012-05-26 

Princy Thomas   2012-05-13 to 2012-05-26 

Beverley Jeffers   2012-05-13 to 2012-05-26 


